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AP Human Geography 

Unit 4
Political Organizations of Space 

· We must realize that political boundaries on the earth are not natural 

· All political boundaries are man made 

· Man wants to superimpose these boundaries on the earth in order to create order and make organization easier 

· Political Geography is the study of human political organization of the earth at various geographic levels 

· When we discuss political geography, we can be looking at 3 different levels of organization 

· Above Country level 

· Looking at world wide organizations (the United Nations)

· At Country Level 

· How is a country’s government organized 

· How does the organization of this country express the culture of the people 

· Below Country Level 

· Looking at the political break down of the country 

· Observing states and their national political role 

· Observing voting districts, congressional districts, etc 

· Political geography begins with Human Territoriality 

· This the creation of ownership over a defined space 

· Most cultures (primitive or advanced), have used the concept of Human Territoriality (even animals do it)

· Obviously, the human response to their territory is much more complex and sophisticated than an animals

· Political geographers also believe that human territoriality depends on a fixed time and space 

· This idea can be seen at a personal level (personal space)

· The amount of space a person needs in order to feel comfortable 

· Personal space will also vary depending on time and space

· People living in large cities tend to have a smaller need for personal space than those living in rural areas 

· In order to take our concept of territoriality into political geography, we must determine how to define the territories of people 

· The most basic unit of territory would be a state 

· A state is a political unit with a permanent population, territorial boundaries that are recognized by other states, an effective government, a working economy, and sovereignty. 

· Sovereignty is the recognized control a state has over the people and territory within its boundaries

· Notice this takes the cooperation of other states in order to be legitimate 

· A nation is a group of people who share a common culture and identity as a united group 

· Language, religion, history, a common territory, or common cultural elements may help unite a group of people

· Some states (countries) may seem to have many nations, or nationalities, within its borders 

· These are considered multinational states 

· The United States can be considered a multinational state 

· Nation-states are those nations who have close to a homogeneous national group 

· When a group of people (a nation) does not have a territory to call their own, they can be considered a stateless nation 

· The Palestinians would be an example 

· The Kurdish Iraqis would be an example 

· If a group of people feel particularly strongly about their differences with others in a state, they may feel the need to break away from their current state and begin their own, new state 

· This feeling of ethnonationalism, or an intense feeling of pride in ones nationality, can lead to problems within a country 

· The Chechen people in Russia have been competing for their independence from Russia 

· The Quebecois people in Canada feel they should be granted independence because of their differences from the rest of Canada 

· This can also cause problems when a people feel that their nation spills over into another state 

· This can cause one state to try and reabsorb the people from the other nation

· This is called irredentism 

· This can cause problems, especially when territory is involved and a country tries to not only reabsorb the people, but the territory as well

· If there are conflicts, sometimes a buffer state will be created 

· A buffer state (or zone) is created in order to create distance or space between the conflicting states 

· A buffer state is an actual state that is created for this purpose 

· Mongolia between Russia and China 

· A buffer zone is when multiple states sit between states who are in conflict

· Eastern Europe between the West and the Soviet Union 

· Shatterbelts may seem to serve a similar purpose 

· However, these territories generally are the source of conflict and competition between larger states 

· These states may be invaded and harassed by the larger states on either side 

· If a state is looking to extend its control and influence in a region, it may create satellite states 

· These are independent countries which are controlled by another country 

· In order for a state to define itself it must have boundaries, which indicate to other states where that state has control over territory and people 

· Boundary disputes have been at the root of conflict for as long as man has been around 

· There are many different types of political boundaries defined by nations in the world 

· Geometric political boundaries 

· These are political boundaries that do not refer to the cultural or physical features of the surrounding area 

· This may be a line of latitude or longitude

· Physical (or Natural) Political Boundaries 

· Territory that is separated based on the natural features or characteristics of the landscape 

· Examples would be mountains, rivers, lakes, deserts, etc 

· Cultural Political Boundaries 

· This marks changes in the cultural landscape of a region 

· This can be territory divided based on religion, language, etc 

· Frontiers are areas which can be a part of disputed territory 

· Generally frontiers are weakly developed or inhabited by the governing country, and it can be hard to maintain control over the territory 

· We can differentiate between frontiers and boundaries because boundaries are lines and frontiers are regions 

· Many times boundaries between countries or territories can be something which has a storied past 

· We can classify these boundaries in several ways 

· Antecedent boundaries 

· These are boundaries that created distinct areas before human cultures developed into their current form 

· Ex: The Ohio River has existed as a boundary between Ohio and Kentucky and helped to create a distinct culture between the people living there 

· Subsequent Boundaries 

· These are boundaries agreed upon by two parties after a large settlement and negation has taken place 

· Ex: the border between the United States and Canada would be an example 

· Superimposed Boundaries 

· There are boundaries that are created and forced upon an area by an outside force 

· Ex: the state of Israel created by the United Nations

· Any state created by a European colonial power, especially after WWII 

· Relict Boundary 

· A boundary that no longer functions, but remains as a reminder of what used to be 

· Ex: The Berlin Wall as a divider between East and West Germany 

· The Great Wall of China 

· There is actually a multi step process in the official creation of boundaries

· We have to remember that in the global world we live in, it take the recognition of other nations in order for the boundaries to actually be “official”

· Definition 

· This is the phase where the boundary is legally and officially described and negotiated between nations 

· Delimitation 

· The phase when the boundary is officially put to use on maps 

· Demarcation 

· This is the phase when the boundary is marked by some type of official marker (fence, sign, wall, etc

· Administration 

· Once these phases are completed, it is then up to the governing body to effectively administer the territory marked 

· Territories and boundaries do not just include land, but they include ocean territory and boundaries as well 

· The United Nations has stepped forward as the governing body to help create Oceanic Boundaries 

· In order to do so, the United Nation created guidelines as established in the Convention on the Law of the Seas (UNCLOS)

· Coastal states have claim to the sea up to 12 nautical miles from their shoreline 

· However, ships from other nations are allowed to pass through these waters

· Coastal states can claim up to 200 nautical miles off of their shore as an exclusive economic zone

· This means the country has exclusive rights to use this part of the ocean for their economic benefit (the use of resources which may be found in the water)

· If there is not enough water for each country to have 200 nautical miles on either side, the countries must divide the water evenly

· This is called the median line principle 

· Boundaries between nations can cause disputes for various reasons
· Many times this occurs because of interpretation 

· These types of disputes can be helped by more modern technology that has been created in the recent past 

· Definitional Boundary Dispute

· Dispute over the language of the boundary agreement 

· Locational Boundary Dispute 

· The two parties agree on the language of the boundary and how it should operate, but not on the location of that boundary as to where it might physically exist on the earth 

· Operational Boundary Dispute 

· A conflict over how the parties believe their boundary should function 

· Allocation Boundary Dispute 

· This can be a fight over the resources that are found within the boundaries of the two parties 

· When discussing nations and the issues they may be facing, these issues may relate to the territorial morphology of the country 

· This is the relationship between a state’s geographic shape, size, relative location, and political situation 

· Nations can be classified by five different geographic shapes of states 

· Fragmented State

· This is a state that exists in several different pieces 
· This can be seen primarily in ocean nations (Indonesia) 

· Elongated State

· States that are longer and thinly stretched out 

· Can cause problems as the government tries to maintain control over the ends of the country 

· Compact State

· A state in which no one part of the state is significantly far from the center of control 

· Tend to be circular or square in shape 

· Ideal because all people feel connected to the central power 

· Prorupt State

· A state that has a piece of its body that juts out and away from the main body 

· Can cause problems as the piece that juts out may try to break away or is more susceptible to invasion 

· Perforated State

· A state that complete surrounds another state 

· In the sense of territory, the enclave can take on several different meanings 

· As we have already discussed, an enclave can be a part of a state where a certain minority ethnicity resides 

· Another term for an enclave can be a territorial enclave, where the enclave exists as a state that is surrounded by another state 

· The enclave can exist within the perforated state 

· When a state exists as an extension of another state apart from that state, it is also considered an exclave 

· West Berlin was an enclave in East Germany, but was also an exclave of West Germany

· Alaska and Hawaii are both exclaves of the United States as they are not connected to the mainland 

· A nation’s size and shape (as well as other factors) can also help to determine the type of government that country may adopt 

· Unitary Government 

· In this form of government, one particular body is primarily responsible for running the country 

· This body is located within the central government 

· Generally either a legislative (parliamentary) body or a strong executive (president, prime minister, dictator) 

· A Unitary Government will have local governments, but they exist primarily to carry out the dictates of the central government 

· These tend to be found in smaller states and states with less stability 

· Federal Government 

· In this system of government, there is more of a sense of balance between the central government and the local or regional governments
· These local / regional governments can actually work against the federal government to ensure it does not take too much power

· Not only do the local / regional governments exist to help carry out the dictates of the central government, but they also exist as an individual, autonomous government which is supposed to look after the well being of it’s residents 
· Confederal Government (Confederacy)

· In this form of government, the central government is very weak 

· The regional / local governments have most of the power 

· The central government acts more as an advisory board and arbiter between the states 

· Core Areas and Multicore States

· The level of unity and cohesion a state or region has can depend on the level of influence and power the cities within it have 

· The region, city, or area where a state’s political and economic power are concentrated are known as the state’s core 

· In state’s that are well developed, the core of the state will help to benefit the other regions / cities by helping to spread development other areas 

· A state that has more than one core region are called multi core states

· Because these cores may compete for power and influence, they can create internal division within the state 

· Nigeria is an example of a multicore state that is experiencing division 

· It is important for states to develop a strong infrastructure (roads, communication lines, etc) so that power and influence can be shared between core regions 

· Capital Cities 

· In most states / countries, the capital city is a very important city, whether it be for economic or political reasons 

· Primate cities are capital cities that hold almost all political, economic, historical, and cultural power within a country 

· These are often found in less developed countries or countries with older traditions 

· Mongolia / London, England / Paris, France / Rome, Italy / Madrid, Spain
· Because of the prestige of the city, most power of all kinds is attracted to it, and power is not distributed to other cities 

· States may also move their capital city for various reasons 

· A forward capital is a capital that is built to achieve a national goal 

· An example can be St. Petersburg, built by Czar Peter the Great

· He wanted to build a Western European style city in Russia that also gave him access to a major body of water 

· He forced the move of nobles and important government officials to make St. Petersburg the capital and an important city 

· After the fall of the Berlin wall, Germany moved it’s capital back to Berlin to show further unification of the country 

· Electoral Geography 

· Electoral Geography has more to do with internal political boundaries of a country 

· These electoral boundaries can be the cause of much debate 

· The reason for this is that electoral boundaries determine who will or will not receive representation within the government of that state 

· These types of disputes can easily be found in the United States with it’s Congressional Districts within each state

· Disputes generally arise over what is called gerrymandering 

· Gerrymandering is the process of one political party creating Federal Congressional districts within a state that give an obvious advantage to their party 

· In the US the state congress is responsible for creating Federal Congressional Districts

· In order to help their party, the party in power will create districts that give their party the best chance of winning that particular district 
· This can lead to very oddly shaped Congressional Districts 

· Causing additional problems with electoral geography is the interpretation of the Voting Rights Act of 1960


· Judicial rulings have interpreted that Congressional Districts should be drawn, in some cases, to amplify the minority group living in an area 
· These two methods of Gerrymandering are called packing and cracking  

· The current political structure of the world has not always been in place

· The theory and use of nation states is primarily a post World War II notion, especially as that idea has been exported to most countries around the world 

· Before the implementation of the nation state, territories were governed and controlled by lords, kings, or emperors, and the amount of territory they held onto depended on how much territory they could control

· Primarily through military means 

· There was not much stability in this system, as territory would frequently change hands, as the lords were not able to control much territory beyond their immediate control 

· This land area tended to be small because transportation, communication, and mobility were poor 

· As time and technology progressed, lords were able to gain control of more territory through their influence over lesser lords and nobles 

· They also used the influence of religious organizations (the church) in order to maintain control over the people (other than the lesser lords and nobles)

· As these lords began to exercise greater control over the people and lesser nobles, a recognizable Europe began to take shape 

· These lords became kings and began to create a more stable society for those people they had control over

· Many they were able to control because of their cultural similarities, which caused the people to feel more of a connection with the monarch 

· As time progressed, the people started to see themselves as a part of a greater group of cultural people and began to feel the connection not just to their immediate community, but to their king, their nation, and their state 

· This idea of the larger, cohesive nation and national identity was something that was fairly unique to Europe (including Russia) and China 

· The rest of the world had not had the development of technology that Europe did would allowed for the creation of larger nation states

· This idea of the nation state was spread to the rest of the world through the period of colonialism in Europe 

· During this period (1500s – mid 1800s) the European nations (along with the United States) began to colonize and exploit other countries (primarily in Africa, South America, and SE Asia) 

· Colonialism is the control of a state over another area or people 

· The Europeans realized there were certain advantages to having control over other people’s and areas 

· They may not have always known right away what those advantages were, but they knew they were there 

· In the beginning, there was a scramble to collect territories so that a country would not be left out 

· More often than not, the European country colonized a place to exploit its natural resources 

· This created the concept of mercantilism 

· This is where the territory or colony would supply the raw materials to the mother country

· The mother country would then in turn create a finished product out of the raw material 

· Many times the mother country would then turn around and sell the finished product to the people of their colony 

· Another reason, albeit less important one, European nations began to colonize other peoples was to bring Christianization and Modernization to those people 

· During the latter years of colonization, the Europeans tried to grab up as much land as possible, as the idea was, the more land a country has, the more powerful it is 

· This period is also known as a time of imperialism 

· A time in which the Europeans attempted to control the lives and destinies of the native peoples 

· The period of imperialism and colonialism had both positive and negative effects on the native peoples 

·  Those who hold to the Dependency Theory and see our current world as a time of neocolonialism, believe that this period created mostly a negative world for the native peoples 

· the dependency theory holds that many countries are impoverished today because of the colonial policies held by European countries 

· they believe that these nations who were colonized, even though they are free, they are still dependent on their European colonizers because the Europeans did not do enough to ensure a successful transition for the status of a colony to an independent nation 

· One of the primary problems are the boundaries that were created by the European colonizers 

· These boundaries were drawn to suit the needs of the colonizers and to divide up natural resources, rather than to find a boundary that considered the different ethnicities and their backgrounds who may live within the boundaries of a nation 

· Along with the poor drawing of new national boundaries, the European nations may not have developed a quality infrastructure within the colonized nation 

· As they left, the European nations may have negotiated deals to where they would develop infrastructure that the new country would have to pay back 

· These loans have proved burdensome in many cases and the new country has difficulty gaining economic independence from its former colonizer 

· Because the old colonies are still dependent on their former colonizers, but in a new way, this is called neo-colonialism 
· Immanuel Wallerstein developed the world-systems analysis 

· this idea looks at the world through a capitalists lens

· in this theory, each state is interdependent on the other 

· this theory goes against neo-colonialism in that it says that all countries are interdependent on one another through a global system 

· According to the world-systems analysis, there are three categories of countries 

· The global economic core

· This consists of the industrialized, developed countries which drive the global economy 

· These countries achieve higher levels of education, have higher salaries, and have use of more technology

· The US, most Western European nations

· The global economic periphery 

· These are underdeveloped countries that were at one time the colonies of the core countries

· These countries achieve lower levels of education, lower salaries, and use less technology

· most of Africa, Central America, Indonesia, SW Asia  

· The global economic semiperiphery 

· This consists of countries who are in between the core and the periphery 

· We find evidence of both a core country and a periphery country 

· India, China, Mexico, Russia, Portugal, Brazil, Argentina  

· Within the structure of the state itself, certain things can cause the state and the people of the state to draw closer together or to drive them apart 

· These two forces at work are called centrifugal and centripetal forces 

· Centrifugal Forces divide or fracture a state’s people 

· Internal boundary conflicts 

· Separatism within the region 

· Religious divisions (Muslims v Jews, Sunni / Shia Muslims, etc)

· Ethnic / cultural divisions 

· Centripetal Forces draw a state’s people closer together

· Some type of unifying symbol 

· Flag, State Seal, State Symbol (bald eagle)

· National pledge of allegiance 

· National anthem 

· Strong national identity, culture, language, religion, etc

· In recent years, we have seen the process of Balkanization, or the breaking up of larger states into smaller ones, namely along ethnic lines 

· This can be seen in many cases in Eastern Europe, as well as with the break up of the former Soviet Union 

· At times, when there are strong forces of Centrifugal force, a state may grant more power and autonomy to the regional governments to take care of division 

· When power moves from the central to the regional governments, this is called devolution 

· Examples of this can be seen in Scotland, when England allowed the Scottish to form their own parliament to take care of Scottish problems 

· A similar situation happened with the Corsicans and the French government

· Corsica is an island off the coast of Italy 

Geopolitics

· Geopolitics helps us to understand the political world through a geographic perspective

· Geopolitics looks not at governments and politics, but rather at environmental contexts as well as territorial perspectives and uses these to help us understand the political world 

· There are two primary schools of thought when it comes to geopolitics

· The German School and the American / British School

· These theories try to determine why certain states are powerful and what can they do to become powerful 

· Most geographers today hold to the American / British school 

· The German School / the organic theory 
· The German School was developed by a German Professor, Friedrich Ratzel 
· Ratzel was influenced by Charles Darwin and his theory of natural selection 

· He saw states and natural, living organisms 

· In order to survive, a state needs nourishment, or to absorb other nations, its people, and its resources 

· Hitler used these theories as a means to justify his absorption of most of Western Europe prior to WWII 

· The American / British School 

· The American / British school was developed by Sir Halford J. Mackinder (from Oxford, England) in 1904

· Many of his contemporaries believed that naval power was the key to becoming a powerful country 

· We must remember Britain’s position at this time as a naval power and the most powerful country in the world 

· Harlford believed that land-based power would be the key to a country’s might in the future 

· He began to observe the earth’s surface and developed a theory that held that central Eurasia would be the key to power in the future 

· He believed central Eurasia (also called the heart land / or pivot area) was situated such that it was impenetrable and could not be defeated ( he called the continents of Europe and Asia the “world island”)
· He went on to say that if the same state held not only the heartland, but also the inner crescent (the rest of Europe and Asia) that state would become unstoppable 

· Developed off of Mackinder’s theory is the rimland theory, developed by Nicolas Spykman

· Spykman thought it important to maintain a balance of power between the heartland and the rimland (also called the inner crescent)

· The rimland was of greater significance because it allowed freer access of trade and connection to the outside world. 

· This would help to explain the Vietnam and Korean Wars after WWII 

· These geopolitical ideas which have been developed help us to understand modern day statescraft and the development of international organizations (NATO and the Warsaw Pact)

· Saul Cohen (http://energeopolitics.com/about/classical-geopolitics-a-summary-of-key-thinkers-and-theories-from-the-classical-period-ofgeopolitics/)

· Focuses his views of geopolitics on economic globalization of the world after the fall of the Soviet Union 

· The world will develop conflicts based on economic activity over areas that are of regional and global importance. 

· The areas of greatest significance to him are Maritime regions, Heartlandic, Russian, East Asian, South America, and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

· Much volatility and activity will be based on shatterbelts and gateways 

· These areas will allow for the development of conflict and its potential spread to other regions 

· Shatterbelts: Middle East

· Gateways: East Europe, Trans-Caucasia, and Central Asia

· Instead of conflicts between superpowers (US and USSR) conflicts will be between global and regional areas of importance (even if they are sub national). 

· We can use geopolitics to understand both the past and present, as well as try to determine the future of relationships between states 

· We must consider the current positions and relationships between states 

· Geopolitics is especially important was we try to understand the relationship between states as a part of supranational organizations 
· A supranational organization is comprised of at least 3 or more states 

· They form an administrative structure for mutual benefit and in pursuit of shared goals 

· Currently there are over 60 supranational organizations in the world 

· A few examples are the European Union, NATO, NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement), the Warsaw Pact, 

· The creation of these supranational states can be beneficial to the world as it lessens the likelihood that states will act alone, and can help to bring greater understanding and peace

· They can also bring stress as organizations may differ in their goals and ideas for the future of the world 

· As time progresses, and the world gets smaller, there has been more of a need for international cooperation 

· This was evident, particularly, after WWI

· The first attempt at a supranational organization was developed after WWI

· It was the brain child of US President Woodrow Wilson 

· This organization was called the League of Nations

· It was developed as an organization to try and prevent future wars

· Even though the United States did not join, the League of Nations was created in 1919, and had 58 members at its height 

· The League of Nations fell apart prior to World War II

· it was plagued with the problems of current supranational organizations, in that it will sacrifice many things for the sake of peace 

· Between World Wars the Permanent Court of International Justice was created to rule over international issues such as boundary disputes and fishing rights 

· This becomes more necessary as time presses on as international relations become more prevalent 

· There is a need for an outside body to rule on such issues 

· Question is, do states give up their autonomy to the autonomy of an international organization 

· Probably the most well known supranational organization is the United Nations 

· It was created with a similar purpose as the League of Nations after World War II 

· The purposes of the United Nations, according it its charter, are to “maintain international peace and security; to develop friendly relations among nations; to cooperate in solving international economic, social, cultural, and humanitarian problems and in promoting respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; and to be a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in attaining these ends.”

· The United Nations currently has 192 members 

· There are currently 195 states in the world 

· The United Nations is made up of several different parts, similar to a government 

· General Assembly 

· This is where all member nations meet 

· It is structured similar to a parliament 

· All member nations have an equal vote in the General Assembly 

· Security Council 

· This is a 15 member body 

· They make decisions on where the UN will involve its collaborative military forces 

· UN forces are meant to be only sent as peace keepers and used to defend the sovereignty of member nations 

· The Security Council is also responsible for determining whether or not sanctions will be placed on a state

· Of the 15 members of the UN Security Council, there are 5 permanent members (US, China, Russia, France, and England) 

· The other ten members are revolving and voted on

· The ten members of this term are Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Gabon, Japan, Lebanon, Mexico, Nigeria, Turkey, and Uganda  

· The 5 permanent members are important b/c any of them have veto power on a council resolution 

· Economic and Social Council 

· This part of the UN is responsible for looking after antipoverty and pro humanitarian efforts around the world

· It is also responsible for promoting cultural awareness and improving global health 

· International Court of Justice

· This is the primary judicial portion of the United Nations 

· The ICJ settles legal issues submitted to it by member nations 

· It also gives legal advice to the UN

· Something American courts / judges are not to do 

· The ICJ is comprised of 15 judges who are elected to 9 year terms 

· They are elected by the Security Council as well as the General Assembly 

· The ICJ is located in the Hague, Netherlands

· Current Court members and their home country 

· Abdul G. Koroma    (Sierra Leone)
· Awn Shawkat Al-Khasawneh    (Jordan)
· Thomas Buergenthal    (United States of America)
· Bruno Simma    (Germany)
· Ronny Abraham    (France)
· Kenneth Keith    (New Zealand)
· Bernardo Sepúlveda-Amor    (Mexico)
· Mohamed Bennouna    (Morocco)
· Leonid Skotnikov    (Russian Federation)
· Antônio A. Cançado Trindade    (Brazil)
· Abdulqawi Ahmed Yusuf    (Somalia)
· Christopher Greenwood    (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland)
· Xue Hanqin    (China)
· Secretariat 

· This is the executive branch of the United Nations

· The purpose of the Secretariat is to take care of all administrative issues to keep the UN running 

· The head of this branch is the UN Secretary General, and is appointed by the General Assembly, with recommendation from the Security Council 

· The current Secretary General is Ban Ki-Moon of South Korea 

· Regional Supranational Organizations / Economic Supranationalism 
· The European Union 

· The idea of an economic supranational state began with Benelux 

· This was the name of the economic free zone given to Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxembourg  

· Ever since WWII and the effort of Europe to rebuild itself, European nations have been looking to create a collective effort to strengthen their standing in the world 

· This desire gave rise to several regional organizations 

· OEEC – Organization for European Economic Cooperation 

· ECSC – European Coal and Steel Community 

· The purpose was to allow the items to produce steel to move more freely through the continent 

· EEC / Common Market – European Economic Community 

· The idea for this was to allow greater economic freedom and trade between member nations 

· EC – European Community 

· This began as the EEC grew and moved to areas beyond economic matters 

· EU – the European Union (created in 1992)

· The EU lead to greater unification among the nations in regards to trade, governance, and policy 

· The EU has a single currency for member states, the Euro 

· This helps to tie all of the European economies together, helping to strengthen and stabilize them 

· No all EU member states use the Euro 

· Problems for the European Union 

· The member states have a wide variety of traditions, cultures and histories

· The European Union seeks to bring all of these varying peoples under one umbrella

· The richer countries have to subsidize poorer countries in the EU, causing some resentment 

· States and people have concern over losing autonomy within their state

· Turkey 

· Turkey has shown interest in joining the EU

· Some EU member states welcome Turkey, while others are not as warm to the idea

· They believe that Turkey does not meet EU standards when it comes to some human rights issues 

· Others believe that Turkey is not “European” enough to be a part 

· Greece has had recent conflict with Turkey over the ownership of Cyprus 

· This has caused Turkey to look more towards the East for friendship with nations 

· Fall of the Soviet Union and the Post WWII World 

· The most defining world moment in regards to international relations was the fall of the Soviet Union 

· After WWII, the world could be divided into two camps: the democratic (friends of the US) and the communist (friends of the USSR) 

· This created a source of tension as the US and the USSR tried to check one another for world dominance

· It also created a source of stability, as neither the US nor the USSR had a clear edge 

· With the collapse of the USSR in 1991, the main super power of the world has been the United States 

· This has caused international relations to take on a more complex nature, especially with the rise of China and India as world economic powers 
· Supranationalism and the World 

· As time presses on, the world has started to shrink in size

· Countries are connected in a way never seen before

· This causes both positive and negative outcomes

· It allows for the increased sharing of cultures and ideas, both in speed and in amount of interaction 

· It also may cause a clash of civilizations as never seen 

· It is impossible for us to ignore one another 

· Peoples and cultures interact on a daily basis 

· This has forced us to move beyond ignoring one another, and to figure out how do we deal with one another

· How do we (the US) “deal” with nuclear weapons in Iran, Pakistan, India, and North Korea?

· How do we “deal” with human rights issues in the Sudan? 

· How do we “deal” with terrorists around the world and abroad?

